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PRODSEDINGS 
Of the General Convention of Universalists of 
the New-England States and others, in an- 
nual session, at Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 








Sept. 19 and 20, 1827. 
[Concluded from page 71.] 


Resolved—T hat it is expedient so far to al- 
ter the plan of the General Convention and , 
the subordinate associations, as to provide that | 
the General Convention shall consist of the 
ministering brethren of all the associations and 
societies in fellowship with the order, together 
with Delegates from each of the state Conven- | 
tions—and that in each state where there arc ! 
three or more ministering brethren, to be com- ! 
posed of ministers of the state, and delegates 
from branches of said state associations, to be 
composed of ministers and two Delegat’: 
of each, in the territory which shall be speci- 
fied. All associations to adopt the articles of 
faith professed by the General Convention, and 
tobe governed by the rules of th: General 
and State Conventions, or such as they may a- 
dopt in conformity thereto.” 

11. Voted that a Committee of three be ap- 


cei. to consider and report on the above 


12. The following brethren were appointed 
on said Committee : viz. Paul Dean, Warren 





Skinner and Job Potter. 


13. Adjourned until Thursday morning & 
o’clock.—Pr iver, by Br. Parsons. 
Order of Evening Service. 
Introductory Prayer, by ir. J. Moore. 
Sermon, by Br. W. Skinner, from Acts xvi. 


Concluding Prayer, by Br. Moses P. Mor- 
gan. 

Thursday morning8 o’clock, met according 
to adjournment.—Prayer by ir. &. Cinase. 

14. Voted that this Conventicn designats 
four districts and that a Committee, consisting 
of three in each dtstrict, be apncnited to ex- 
amine the proficieacy of candidates for the min- 
istry, in secular and theological literature. 

The following districts and Committees 
were accordingly formed. 1. Maine. 2. Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire. 3. Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut. 4. N. York 
and Pensylvania. 

For the Ist District, viz. Maine, Brs. A. 
Drew, Sylvanus Cobb and John Bisbee. 

For tie 2d, Vermont aud New Hampshire, 
Brs. S.C. Loveland, tdward ‘Vurace and War- 
ren Skinner. 

For the 34, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, “rs. Hosea Ballou, David Pici- 
ering and Paul Dean. 

For the 4th, N. York and Pensvivania, Na- 
thaniel Stacy, Thomas F. King and Dolphus 
Skianer. 

16, The Committee appointed to receive re- 
quests for letters of fellowship, reported in fa- 


‘vour of confering ordination on Brs. Joseph 


Ward, of Hampton, N. Y. David Cooper, Sar- 
atora Springs, N. Y. and Moses P. Morgan, of 
Plainfield N.U. and also a letter of fellowshi) 
to Br. Wm. S. Balch, of Andover, Vt. 

17. Voted to accept the report. 

In. Voted toreceive the “Old Colony Ass: - 
ciation” ??. versalists?” the first Society o/ 
Restorationists at Fort Aun, and the Societies 
of Pawlet, Vt. Egremont, Mass. and Sen. - 
gate, N. Y. into the fellowship of this Con- 
vention. 

19. Adjourned toattend public worship. 

Order of the Morning Service. 

Introductory Prayer, by Br. L. Willis. 

Sermon, by Br. P. Dean, from Acts iv. 20. 

Concluding Prayer, by’ Br. B. Hickox. 

20. Received the report of the Committee 
appointed to draw up and present the outlines 
of a revised plan for the better government of 
the Convention—the associationsand societies 
in its fellowship. “a 

“Your Committee, after due consideration, 
offer the following sketch of a plan of goverre 
ment, embraced by the resolution adopted on 


ion 


that subject, to be hereafter filled up by a Com- 
mittee for that purpose, viz. 

1. Each society, organized and united in 
the faith of the final salvation of all mankind, 
by the meditation of Jesus Christ, sl.all be con- 
sidered as having in itself, all the rights and 
privileges given by Christ our Lord to his dis- 
ciples, and so long as they may choose, be 
perfectly independent of all other societies or 
bodies of believers, in the exercise of those 
rights. They shall judge for themselves in 
inatters of faith and practice—choose their 
own modes, forms and time of worship—call, 
settle, and dismiss their own ministers. These 
independent Societies may, if they choose, u- 
nite themselves into associations for the pur- 
pose of extending their fellowship, and influ- 
ence, and adopt such rules and regulations as 
they judye best for their mutual government 
and benefit : and each, when they please, may 
withdraw from said association: and again 
these associations may form themselves into 
Conveutions, lor the greater extension of the 
same benefits. ‘Therefore in conformity to 
these principles, the General Convention now 
recommend to the Societies in its fellowship, 
residing in any one, or more Countics of any 
State in tie Union, or in any convenient terri- 
tory, tounite into an associaticn, to consist of 
their Pastors and twodelegates, chosen at regu- 
lar meetings of the Societies for that purpose, 
which shall mect oncea year, or ojtener, in ro- 
tation, and the Societies in its fellowship, to a- 
dopt reguiations for its own, and the govern- 
ment of its £ocieties.—T'o unite in the pub- 
lie worship of God—+the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper.—To learn the state of the So- 
cicties—eive neediul advice for the admission 
of new Societies into its fellowship—to choose 
from two to four delegates to the State Con- 
vention, and the transaction of all such busi- 
nessas may promote the mutual prosperity and 
peace of the Societies unser its fellowship. 

2d. These Associations are recommended 
to form themselves into tate Conventions, 
which shall be limited to the state in which 
they are locatcd, and to consist of from two to 
four delegates (who shall always be minister- 
ing brethren) from the several associations in 
the State, and of all the ordained and licen- 
ced preachers of the order inthe State. 

The State Convention sha!l meet once a 
year, at such tire and plae within the State, 
as they may choose and a.'journ to, for the or= 
ganization of the bocdy—the worship of God 
—the administration of the Lord’s Supper, 
& c.—the licensing of men to preach, and the _ 
ordination of preachers as evangelists, learne 
ing the state of associations, and of sending, 
them any such ad¥ice of infornation as they 
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deem expedicat—and to choose not more | 
than eight, nor less than four delegates to rep.’ 
resent themin the General Convention of the | 
United States. 

3d. The State Conventions are also recom- | 
mende:i to form themscives into a General Con- 
vention of the United States of America, by 


choosing not more than eight, nor less tian’ severally coiiect, | e transmitted to Br. Gipcon | past year. 


four delegates, to meet and act ior them in said | 
Conveuation which shall consist of Delegations | 
from the State Convention, and also of all 
the ordained and licensed ministers who are | 
ens in the fellowship of the order in tie | 

nited States, for the time being.—It shail | 
meet annually at such place inthe United Sta- | 
tes, on the 34 Wednesday and Thursday of | 
September, as it may he adjourned to, and for | 
purposes the same as those of the State Con-| 
ventions, with the exccption of the choice of} 
delegaies. 

The General and Stute Conventions, wit) | 
the associations and churches, sell adopt and | 
retain unaltered the articles of faith now pro- 
fessed by the Gencral Conveution. 

No complaint against a brotier, society, as-| 
sociation or convention, shall be heard and tri- | 
ed by any or either of the associations or con-| 
ventions in the United States, or in fellowship | 
with the general convention therefor; but all | 
such shall be heard and decided by a mutual | 
council chosen by the parties, unless one of | 
the parties refuse, in which case the other par- | 
ty may proceed ex. parte. and the decision 
will be final. 

All churches and societies shsll ordain and | 
install their ministers by the advice and assis- 
tance of councils composed of Pastors and | 
Deacons of such of the churches as they may | 
choose to invite for that purpose. 

All which is resp2: tfully submitted, 

Per Order. 

This report was unanimously accepted and 
ordered to be sent tothe societies. And inthe 
mean time recommitted for a detailed report | 
of the plan at the next meeting of the uen. 
Convention. 

22. Voted that Rev. Hlosea Ballou, Paul 
Dean, and Thomas Whittemore, be a comnfh- 
tee to consider the above named subject and 
report at the next session of the General Con- 
vention. 

23. The business of council was sus»ended 
for public worship. 

Order of the Afternoon Service. 
Introductory prayer, by Br. N. Smith. 
Sermon, by Br. Hosea Ballou from 11 Cor. 

iv. 5. Immediately after which the cou cil 
roceeded to ordain Brs. Ward, Cooper and 
Tasos. 

Ordination prayer, by Br. C. G. Parsons. 

Charge and delivery of the scriptures, by 
Br. N. Stacy. 

Right hand of fellowship, by Br. W. Skin- 
ner. 

Concluding prayer, by Br. E. Case. 

24- Appointed Brs. Paul Dean, Hosea Bul- 
Jou and Lemuel Willis a committee whose du- 
ty shall be to report at our next session the best 





| propriety of taking up a collection in aid of 


|be holden at Cavendish, Vt. on the 3d Wed- 


| Parsons, Ellisburgh ; Benj. Hickox, Pottsdam ; 


25. This Convention would earnestly re- 
commend to the several societies in its feilow- 
slip, tarough their respective ministers, the 


tue society, at Saratoga, (which is at present 
involved toa considerable amount for their 
church) and that the sams which they may 





Conant, Saratoya Springs, N. Y. 

26. Voted that Brs. 8. R. Smith of Phila-| 
delphia, Edward Turner, of Portsmouth, and 
Hosea Ballou 2d, of Roxbury, be a Commit- 
tee to report at the next session the most prac- 
ticable plan for establisiang a Thelogical Sem- 
inary. 

27. Appointed Br. Thomas F. King to pre- 
pare the minutes of this sesiom and accompany 
thei with a Circular Leiter. 

22. Adjourned the General Convention to 


nesday and Thursday of September 1828. 

Prayer, by our veneralle Br. Hosea Ballou. 

HOsEA BALLOU, Moderator. 
 —_ ‘v ‘era 
Tuomas ¥. Kina, } Checks. 
Paut Dean, 

Names end residences of Ministers present. | 
Hosea Ballou, Pai Dean, Nathaniel Wrizht, | 
Boston; George Niessinger, Egremont, Mas. 
Warren Skinner, Langdon; Moses P. Morgan, 
Plainfield, N. H. Join More, Stratford; {sai- 
ah Boynton, Plymouti; Otis A. Skinner, 
Reading; Wm. §. Balch, Andover, Vt.— 
Thomas F. King, Hudson; Lemuel Willis, 
Troy ; Dolphus Skinner, Utica; Cornelius G. 


Nathaniel Stacy, Hamiiton; Job Potter, Coop- 
erstown ; David Cooper, Saratoga Springs ;- 
Joseph Ward, Hampton; Nathaniel Smith, 
Albauy ; Hiram Davis, ; Eliphalet Case, 





CIRCULAR LETTER, FOR i827. 

Tie Gencral Conventicn of Universalists, 
to all the Churches and Sscieties enjoying its 
fellowship and faith, sends salutations of chris- 
tian and fraternal affection. 
Dearty Becovep Breruren : 

In conformity to the usages which have ob- 
tained since the establishment of our order, 


teresting subjects which involve the present 
peace and prosperity of our Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and which lay a foundation for our hopes 
and expectations of future and unceasing 
blessedness. The Members of the Council 
were received by the brethren at Saratoga 
Springs, with a cordial welcome, and enter- 
tained with a liberality which clearly indica- 
ted the benevolence of their hearts. 

There were present in Council, twenty-two 
Ministering brethren, and about thirty lay del- 
egates from Societies in fellowship, and the 
unanimity which characterized our delibera- 
tions throughout the session, afforded matter 
of mutual and heart-felt congratulation. 

The numerous epistles received. by us from 
the different Churches and Societies, not only 


we would again address you on the highly in-| 


interests of our Zion, but they contained the 


most flattering intelligence of the rapidly 
spreading influence of that doctrine, which it 
is the business of our lives to delend. We 
were also greatly refreshed by the oral come 
munications of those of our brethren who had 
been partly engaged in itinerating during the 
Several focieties have thus been 
organized, and hundreds have been fed with 
that bread “which cometh down from heaven 
and giveth life unto the world.” 

Five public discourses were delivered dur- 
ing the session, which were keard by nume- 
rous and respectable congregations, nutwith- 
standing the severe inclemency of the weath- 
er. Immediately after the fuurth Sermon, by 
Br. P. Gean, a large number of brethren and 
sisters, in the faith of the “‘Restoraticn of all 
things,” united in commemorating tie dying 
love of our Redeemer. At this solemn and 
interesting cereroony, Brs. Ballou and Dean 
presided, assisted by Prs. Parsons and Stacy. 
Here we were not only forerbly reminded that 
the institution of this ordinance was of itself 
a powerful evidence of the truth of the Chris- 
tian faith, but we were affectionately invited 
to contemplate the toils, the privations and 
sufferings endured by our beloved Lord for us 
and for our salvation. 

We have 1eceived an accession of four So- 
cieties, together with an Association embrace 
ing several others, the members of which, so 
far as we have learned, are striving for the 
faith and morality of the gospel. May the 
Lord bless them with an increase of all spirit- 
ual riches, and establish their hearts in the 
truth as it is in Jesus ! 

Ry a reference to our Minutes, it will be 
perceived that the Convention unanimously 
accepted the report of their Conimittee, ap- 
pointed during the session of 1&26, which re- 
port has an cxclusive regard to the literary 
qualifications which shall be demanded of those 
who may, from time to time, apply for the fel- 
lows!ip of this kody, as preachers of the gos- 
pel. it is confidently believed that the rule 
embraced in the acceptance of this report, will, 
in its operation, be productive of results high- 
ly auspicious to the best interests of our order 
in the United States. The present is emphat- 
ically an age of improvement in almost every 
department of those arts and sciences which 
at once refine, liberalize and exalt society.— 
And so generally are the means of information 
diffused throughout our beloved country, that 
ignorance may in some degree, be considered 
voluntary, and consequently, so far crimiat. 
The good sense of mankind has long since 
established the maxim that a man should un 
derstand the business in which he is engaged, 
if he wold be successful in that business.— 
Now, if this be allowed to hold good in rel 
tion to the every-day transactions of life, will 
it not apply with equal, if not greater force, t 
those who, in the language of Paul, are “set 
for the defence of the gospel,” and who must, 
therefore, neccessarily engage in the discus 
sion of the momentous questions whieh have 
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Committee in making the report, and the Con- 
vention in adopting it, were actuated by mo- 
tives which have an equal regard to the inter- 
ests of the applicants and the Societies who 
already enjoy our fellowship. Our Minutes 
will also show you, brethren, that we have 
charged a Committee, distinguished among us, 
for their discreticn, with the important duty 
of reportiug at our next session, the details ofa 
plan, the outlines of which is already spread 
out upon our proceedings, that will, if adopt- 
ed, render this body in fact what it has ever 
been in NAMs, a General Convention. To 
those brethren who were ordained as Evange- 
lists, and to the brother who received our fel- 
lowship as a laborer in the Ministry of recon- 
ciliation, we bid a hearty and affectionate wel- 
come to ali the pleasures which arise from a 
faithful discharge of the Ministerial functions; 
and to all the pains, privations, and crosses 
which are incidental to those duties; humbly 
prayiny that we may feel the spirit of their res- 
pective stations, and that they may walk wor- 
thy of their vocation. 

We sincerely hope, brethren, that you will 
use the means which a benificent Providence 
may have pleced at your disposal, for the relief 
of the Society at Sarataga Springs, which is at 

resent labouring under heavy pecuniary ¢m- 
jarrassments. We are satisited they would 
not solicit your assistance were it not for the 
extremely pressing nature of their necessities. 
It should be rceollected that Saratoga Spring 
is a very important location for a Church of 
our order. For, being the most celebrated 
waterinz place in the United States, it is an- 
nually visited by thousands of individuals, from 
every part of our extensive country; many of 
whom may be excited by currosity, to hear 
what can be said in favour of our glorious doc- 
trine. And thus carrying to their homes the 
seed of truth sown in the heart, it will germin- 
ate, and produce a harvest to the glory of God 
and to the happiness ofman. Whatever sums 
you may contribute, either as Societies or in- 
dividuals, when transmited, will be faithfully 
appropriated to the liquidation of the debt of 
the Universalist Church in said place. 

Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. Add to your 
faith every christian virtue; so you will be 
purified unto God, a “peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.” And may the grace, mercy 
and peace of God, abide with you all, world 
Without end. Amen. 

Done by order of the Convention, 

THOMAS F, KING. 





PROCHADINGS 
OF THE C.1YUGA ASSOCIATION. 

The Ministers and delegates composing the 
Cayuga Association of Universalists, convened 
¥, Venice, (formerly. osigs 7 Ren the first 

ednesday and Thursday of October, 1827, 
Peccersized the council by choosing br. L. 
8.’ Everett, Moderator; br. O. A. Brownson, 


Assistant Clerk. Prayer by br. Whitnall 


Ministers present.—John 8. Flagler, Scipio; 


Isaac Whitnall, Mercellus; Calvin Morton, 
Barre: L. S. Everett, Auburn; W. I. Reese, 
Mendon; O. A. Brownson, Litchfield ; J. B. 
Shannon, Macdonough; Nelson Doolittle, 
Berkshire; H. B. Davis, Washiagton, Duchess 
county. . 
BUSINESS OF THE COUNCIL. 

Proceeded to read the letters and examine 
the certificates of delegates from the Societies 
in fellowship. Received as members of the 
Council, from Mercellus, John Shepherd, 
Chester Clark and Robert Earl; from Virgil ; 
Ebenezer Burges, from Caroline, Aaron Legg 
and Samuel Ball ; trom Fleming, Samuel Grey- 
ory, and Zimri Allen: from Homer, 
Merrick ; Sempronius ; Auburn, 
George Standart. 

Recieved brs. J. S. Flagler and O. A. Brown- 
son, who had previously withdrawn, into the 
fellowship of the Association. 

Appointed brs. Flagler, Whitnall and Mor- 
ton, a Committee to recieve requests for letters 
of fellowship or ordination. 

Accepted the report of the committee of 
Discipline for the last year. No cases of inis- 
conduct or vompiaint had come before them. 

Appointed brs. J. S. Flagler and L. S. Ev- 
erett, the committee of Discipline for the en- 
sueing year. 

Took a recess for public worship. 

Evening—met an adjourned to 8 o’clock, 
Thursday morning. Prayer by br. Whitnall. 

Thursday—met according to adjournment, 
and opened the council with solcun prayer by 
br. Morton. 

Appointed brs. Flagler, Whitnall and Stan- 
dart, a committee to consider the propriety of 
the third article of the constitution of this asso- 
ciation. 

This committee presented the following re- 
port, which was accepted :— 

Whereas, by the tiird article of the consti- 
tution of this association, all ministers of the 
gospel in regular standing, of this or any oth- 
er Universalist association, are entithed to a 
seat in our council; and whereas, in the opin- 
ion of your committee, each and every associ- 
ation is an independent body ; 

Therefore, resolved, It is manifessly isprop- 
er to grant this privilege in, all cases which 
may come before the association. 

Resolved, therefore, 2nd. That the third 
article of the constitution be and the same is 
hereby annulled; and in future no minister 
not resident within the teritorial limits of this 
association, shall be entitled to any vote when 
the vote requires the decision of more than one 
association 
' Voted unanimously, That this association 
does not approve the New-York State Conven- 
tion of Uriversalists as it now exists. 

Voted unanimously, That this association 
will not sustain the proposed or any other con- 
vention in this state. 

Voted to send four delegates, two ministers 
and: two laymen, to express the sense of this 
association, to the conference to set at Au- 
burn, on the third Wednesday and Thursday 








in October, 1827. 


Appointed J. S. Flagler, L. S. Everett, 
Genl. R. Earl and G. Standart, to be that dele 
egation. 

Appointed visiting committees to the seve- 
ral associations in this state. ‘To the Genesee, 
N. Doolittle ; to the Central, L. S. Everett; 
to the Chenango, J. S. Flagler; to the Black 
River, J. S. Flazler and L. S. Everett. 

Voted, That the several societies in fellow- 
ship with this association be requested to re- 
port to its next session, what are their partic- 
ular numbers and situaticn or prospects. 

Appointed brs. Flagler, Everett and Stan+ 
dart, a committee to consider the propriety of 
adopting a new mode of delegation from the 
sucieties, and report to the next session. 

Voted, That the minutes of this association 
be published in the Guspel Advocate at Au- 
burn. 

Voted, That br. O. A. Brownsen prepare 
the minutes for publication and append a Cir- 
cular. 

Adjourned to meet in Sempronius on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday in October, 
1828. 

Thanksgiving for the protecting kindness 
of the Most High returned by br. Flagler. 

PUBLIC SERVICE, 

Wednesday morning. Introductory prayer 
by br. Flagler. Sermon by br. Reese, Acts 
iil. 19, Concluding prayer by br. Doolittle. 

Afternoon service. Lutroductory prayer by 
br. Whitnall. Sermon by br. Morton, Acts 
xvii. 31. Concluding prayer by br. Everett. 

Taursday morning. Introductory prayer by 
br. Shanon. Sermon by br. Brownson, St. 
John iv. 35. Concluding prayer by br. Reese. 

Afternoon service, Introductory prayer by 
br. Flagler. Sermon by br. Everett, Ist John 
v. 19. Usual addresses by br. Flagler. Con- 
cluding prayer by br. Morton. 

L. 5. Everxerr, Moderator. 

O. A. Brownxson, and Clerk 

N. Doouirtte, } ~_— 





' CIROULAR LETTER. 

To the believers in the unbouded goodness of 
Jehovah: to all the fricnds of free inquiry, 
of liberality of feeling and universal phil 
anthrophy ; to all the sons and daughters of 
Adam whatever be their hopes and fears. 
Tue Cayuea Association oF UNniversa- 
tists send Christian salutation and frater- 
nal affection. 

Breturen :—Under the auspices of a kind 
and beneficient Father, we have enjoyed ane 
other annual convocation. Our hearts were 
rejoiced, our minds edified and our souls drawn 
out‘in gratitude to Almighty God for his love 
ing kindness. Our meeting was harmonious, 
The business of the council was dispatched 
with promptitude, without the least jar or dis 
cordantvoice. The publick services were sol- 
lemn and listened to attentively by a large and 

pspectable concourse of people. The decla- 
rations of God’s unbounded benevolence, which 
will judge the world in righteousness, the pre 





gress of the human mind, and the signs of im 
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provement, the gift of eternal life, and the pros- 
pect of future felicity, were received with ap- 
parent joy by the waiting multitude. 

The cause of universal philanthropy is fast 
acquiring friends in this section of country. 
Some convulsions are observable amon those 
whose minds retain the narrow and uliberal 
notions of former ages, but they are little more 
than the agitations of the waves after a storm 
and will soon we hope subside in a calm. 

The time seeins to have arrived when the 
human mind, bound for so many ages, may re- 
gain its independence. ‘Tius is all that is 
wanting to make our land the paradise oi God; 
bigotry and superstition have degraded man 
and made him a prey to the worst of tyrants— 
the usurpers of conscience. But Brethren, 
the time is come when we must labour to liv- 
erate conscience from its former abjeci slavery 
to give it an elevated character, which shaii 
prompt a more noble piety to God, and a tnore 
digniiied and benevolent conduct towards our 
fellowmen. 

Our country is highly favoured. Liberty, 
driven from the courts of Europe has taken up 
her residence here, but we fear she inay fall 
beneath a petty religious creed, or becoi.e the 
vassal of clerical domination. Europe, will 
regain her independence and regard the originai 
equality of the human family. Let the good 
citizens of these United States be on their 
guard lest at that time they be what Europe 
has been. 

To the believers of Universal Salvation, we 
say, your doctrines rest upon eternal truth for 
their support, and should be maintained witi 
a liberality of feeling, correspondent with the 
ubiquity of that God, in whom you trust, and 
to the extensiveness of that felicity which you 
believe he wili confer on the human race. To 
our shame be it spoken there are Universalists, 
who retiin all the bigotry of the twelith amid 
the improvements ofthe 19th century. Every 
well instructed Universalist wishes for the 
spread of his doctrine, but he wishes it only 
as he believes it will be the most successful 
means of ameliorating the condition of the hu- 
man family, of inspiring them with that kind- 
ness of affection, with that tender solicitude 
for each other’s welfare, which it has been 
the effect of former notions to destroy. 

Other denominations have laboured to con- 
centrate their forces and bfing them to bear 
simultaneously upon the publick mind. ‘There 
is danger they may for a time injure our free 
institutions. But popularity acquired by such 
means is short-lived. Let Universalists be cau- 
tious about the footsteps of their predecessors. 
We need no extraordinary exertions to sup- 
port our sentiments. Leave truth in the free 
exercise of her own powers and success will 
crown her effoit:. If Universalists pursue the 
course which others have, they will like them 
become sectarians, and the advantages antic- 
ipated from the spread of our sentiments will 
be lost. ; ; 

To the preachers of the ‘faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints,” the writer of this, is too young 
topresume tosaymych, But they will permi, 








him to say, brethren, your doctrine is the friend | errors that are not only bad i tendency ; but 


of humanity. 


It is calculated to elevate the | iujurious to our commoncause. but we think 


human character and to have a salutary influ-| that this work is well calculated to expose 
ence on the morals of soviety; be cautious | those errors, and lead the mind into the truth 


that no misguided zeal destroy its utility. Our | as it is in Jesus. 


sentiments teach us to be grateful to God and 
benevolent to men. So far as they lead to this 
result we are to inforce them but no farther. 
We are the watchmen of Zion, and should be 
the guardians of publick virtue. We must 
therefore encourage free inquiry; we must re- 
member that we are dissenters f.om former 
notions, a).d it will be absurdity itself for us to 
establish a vreed and presume to censure 
another if his mind cannot come to it, or if it 
should chance to go beyond it. 

Brethren morality must be the test of a 
man’s character, and if we wish for the peace 
and harmony of socicty, we must use our influ- 
ence to destroy contentions about faith, and 
place the whole inquiry in, who shall add most 
to the happiness of mankind, by relieving the 
oppressed, by guiding the youth in the way of 
moral virtue, and by smoothing the decripitude 
of age! 

Brethren, may we all be faithful. May the 
God of Heaven prosper our cause, and grant 
us wisdom to discharge our numerous respon- 
sibilities—grant us peace of mind while here, 
and eternal felicity not only to us but to the 
whole family of man in that world “where the 
wicked ceace from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest.” 


By order,O. A. BROWNSON. 


Telescope any Miscellany. 


“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 




















Provipence, Saturpay, Nov. 3, 1827. 








FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
HUDSON'S LETTERS. 

Mr Eprror—lI wish through the medium of 
of your valuable paper to call the attention 
of the publick, and more particularly of our 
brethren toa work lately pnblished, entitled, 
“A Series of Letters addressed to the Rev. 
ilosea Ballou of Boston, being a vindication 
ot tue doctrine of a future retribution, against 
the principle arguments used by him, Mr. Bal- 
four, and others.” “Dy Charles Hudson.” 
“Pastor of a Church in Westminster, Mass.” 

This work is in reality dezerving & gerer<} 
patronage. [ft evinces a good degree of can- 
dour, sound argument and biblical knowledge. 
We think he has proved to a demonstratica by 
scripture and reason, the doctrine of a future 
limited retribution. We think he has shown 
clearly that the interpretations of many pas- 
sages of scripture given by those whe céufine 
all misery to this life, are unfi-*Szal, strained 
and far-fetched. In short, the work appears 
to be unanswerable; and we hope and trust 
that it will be the means of doing much good 
to the cause of Universalism. 

We think that many of our brethren who 
have renounced the error of orthodoxy, have 
fallen into an opposite extreme and imbibed 





With this view of the work, 
{ take the liberty of reccommending to our 
brethren who desire their own improvment to 
procure the work. . 
RESTORATIONIST. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCFRLLANY. 
COMFORT IN ADVERSITY. 
“To the upright, there ariseth light in darkness,” 

In this passage, the word upright is signifix 
cant ofa man whois virtuous or rightecus. The 
term /ight is metaphorically used for comfort, 
or support; and the word darkness signifies, 
figuratively a state of adversity. And the 
meaning of the whole passage evidently is— 
that, wien the dark clouds of adversity hang 
hovering over the firmament of the virtuous 
man, there suddenly breaks forth a flood of 
light, which illames his path. A fitter and 
more significant expression of the support, 
which the virtuous man finds in adverse cir- 
cumstances, it is out of the power of man to 
conceive. 

This passage, it would be well for them to 
consider, who complain of the difficulty attend- 
ing a virtuous life, and of the pleasures at- 
tending the path of the ungodly. They fre- 
quently urge, that although virtue goes unrec- 
ompensed in this world, it will hereafter re 
ceive an adequate reward. And, in proof of 
this, they adduce one or two passages of scrip 
ture, which, they presume, apply to their doce 
trine, not knowing, that they erroneously refer 
to another state of existence, what has no re- 
lation to any thing beyond the present world. 
For the texts, chosen by them, as applicable 
to a world to come, no where openly affirm, 
that the punishment, denounced therein, will 
be in another state of existence ; but they ap- 
ply them so, in accordance with established 
custom in the Christian Church. And they 
disregard the arguments of those, who endeav- 
our to convince them of their blunder, as here- 
tics, and as erecting the arguments of their 
reason into a state of equality with the oraeles 
of revelation. This is evidently the case; 
as any man of candour will readily allow. 

Now is this a right way of coming to a de- 
cision on the part in question? Why dothese 
persons not appeal to actual existence to dis 
cover whether virtue receives happiness, 
vice misery, in the world now existing !— 
Why do they not fairly, and candidly, allow, 
that the texts of theirs do say nothing ezplicit- 
ty about a state of endless misery in the w 
to come? Because they are so blinded by 


the creeds and wise-drawn explications of their _ 


predecessors, that they know not how proper+ 
ly to conduct understandings in the search a& 
ter truth. They have, by the ill habit ofnever 
exerting their thoughts, or rather practice of 
taking up with the opinions of whom 
they esteem “‘all knowing doctors” in the 
Christian Church; so lost the natural sagacity 


of their understandings, tbat they cannot pro- 
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ceed rationally in the investigation of trath.— 
And, on this account it is, that those who are 
brougitt up in utter ignorance, when they ap- 
ply themselves to the study of the scriptures, 
with minds impressed, and unbiassed by tie 
creeds and opinions of any sect, will attain a 
more thorough knowledye of it, a juster meth- 
od of interpretation, aad a more proper mode 
of reasoning from the doctrines therein taught, 
than those who have had the advantazes of a 
collegiate education, and been all their lives 
fitting themselves for tie study of divinity.— 
And their novices ia divinity will sometimes 
produce arguments a saiust the creeds of ortin- 
doxy, which are irretrazable, an] which ortiio- 
doxy tries all secret and sly artitices to evade. 

But now about fiutace punishment ; or rath- 
er endless misery, which is what | can discov- 
er no arguments for, either from the us? of my 
reason, or froin the declarations of scripture. 
As the advocates of this doctrine generally al- 
low, that reason has nothing to do on points 
of revelation, it is probable, t iat they will ob- 
ject to reference to things existing for proof 
of the question; if virtue and vice meet a just 
reward in the present state of existence. But 
as it is a question, which admits of no other 
touchstone, but an appeal to matters of fact, 
it is for us tq examine the ways of the good and 
bad, and the results, t» each respectively, of 
their conduct. This, any man may do, for 
himself; and he will not fail to come to the 
conclusion, that “‘the way of the transgressor 
is hard.” And the advocates for future pun- 
ishment would themselves, if they could be 
disentanzled from the perplexities which creeds 
long established, and opinions, taken up with- 
out just ground, have gottenthem into. They 
would not fail to give their sanction to the dec- 
laration of the Bible, that “to the upright there 
ariseth light in darkness,” that “the ways of 
Virtue are ways of pleasentness, and all her 
paths are peace;” that “the way of the trans- 
gressor is hard ” 

I am far from thinking, that the whole of 
the espousers of endless misery in a world to 
come, really believe that doctrine, nay, I am 
of opinion, that they seldom take the trouble 
of thinking upon it. It is sufficient for them, 
that they assent to the articles of faith, pre- 
scribed by the church to which they belong ; 
and fulfil all the requirements of it, without 
letting their faith have any influence upon their 
lives. And, in effect, if it were the case, that 
they really believed the sentiments, subscribed 
to, they would be ‘“‘of all men, the most mis- 
erable.” This is abundantly testified by the 
events, daily occuring, of persons, whose in- 
tellects were so imbecile as not to be able to 
withstand this partial doctrine, who have been 
driven into melancholy, or somtimes into ab- 
solute insanity. 

So much about endless misery, & of the ad- 
Yocates of it, there are none who will not ac- 
knowledge, not to be exagerated beyond strict 
reality. And, that the passage, heading this 
article, tends to the disproof of the doctrine, 
may easily be discovered, by men of candour. 





Whether virtue, practised in this world, merit 
a state of endless happiness beyond the grave; 
and sia, practised in this world, deserve a 
state of endless misery in the world to come, 
i appeal to the reason, and common sense of 
the unprejudiced. In vain, is it alleged, that 
they do not receive an adequate recompense 
in tiis world, Truth comes forward with the 
declarations of scripture saying, “the ways of 
virtue are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace ;” and that he who doeth con- 
trary to justice, “‘wrongeth his own soul ;”’ that 
“the way of the transzressor is hard ;” that 
“to the upright, there ariseth light in dark- 
ness.” J. F. M. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 


TIODE OF PREACHING. 


ignorance of truth is not unbelief in the scripe 
ture use of that word; but when the mind ree 
jects the truths of the gospel, from a disrelish 
to them, or irom a sinful heart and darkened 
understanding, as the sick refuse good for want 
of appetite ; then it is unbelief, and the Phy- 
sician is needed; and toundertake in this case 
so to represent the gospel to that mind, as to 
please it while in that state, would be to make 
it worse and not better. No, let not the 
preacher hesitate here for a moment; It is his 
business to preach the gospel in its purity, and 
with becoming affection and zeal, trusting that 








God in his own good time, will prepare all 
hearts to receive, love and obey it, with grati- 
tude and joy. | taal 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 


WR. KNEELAND. 





Mr. Evrror,—Both the matter and man- 
ner of preaching, are of high importance to 
the honor of God, the credit of divine truth 
and the true happiness of mankind; it being 
tne method chosen by Deity for the enlighten- 
ing and saving of Sinners. The matter of it 
should be the word of God relative to what 
we are to believe, and to what we are to do, 
with the reasons for the one, and the motives 
to the other. ‘he manner of it should be 
solemn, earnest, andaffectionate. Preachiag. 


that has no piety to Gol, no veneration for the 


scriptures, and no seridus concern for the sal- 
vation of sinners, however great, argumenta- 
tive and ingenious, or even eloquent it may 
be, is of little value in the sight of God, or of 
good men. It is of much more importance 
that the sacred truths of the gospel, be com- 
mended to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God, than that all the errors of our fellow 
christians, should be ever so artfully and amus- 
ingly painted out. 

It would avai! very little to make a man 
ever sosensible to all the inconsistencies, found 
in all the creeds of christendom, provided he 
had no clear views of the Gospel of salvation 
by Jesus Christ; and it would be quite as use- 
less to give him clear views of abstract truth, 
if at the same time he didnot feel the serious 
importance of loving & obeying its command. 
Trees that bear no fruit wither away at the 
presence of the Lord. 

You will readily perceive that the gospel 
consists. 

1. Of certain facts, revealed and recorded in 
sacred history, which exist independent of the 
belie ‘or unbeliefof man ; though their benefit 
t» him depends much on his belief of them. 
2. It consists also of certain promises which 
will be facts also with man, when those prom- 
ises shall be fullfilled, such for instance are the 
ressuizection, future judgment, and the final 
restitution of all things. These when believ- 
ed are the foundatioii of the Christien’s hope. 
%. It further consists of numerous promises 
of rewards for obedienec, which as facts, can 
never exist relative to me! till i believe and o- 
bey the gospel ; till then they can only exist as 
conditional promises ; and as such, are motives 


Mr. Eprror. 
[notic:d in the Ortve Brancu No. 22 p. 
175 some remarks addressed to Justice, state 
ing that Mi. K. does aot fear either falseinood 
or facts that appeared upon histrial before the 
tiudson River Association. I understand that 
to gratify Mr K. those proceedings are prepare 
ing; but as it is mecessary to have them ate 
tested by the members of the Association, 
and they living at adistance, it cannot appear 
im.aediately, but the publick may expect to see 
it in due time, at full length. Mr. K. says 
that what is stated respecting the illegal voters 
from Philadelphia is totally incorrect. Would 
itnot have been more satisfactory if Mr. K. 
had pointed out in what part of the minutes of 
the Hudson River Association an account is 
given of the society at Phitadelphia being a1- 
mitted into the Association ? If it was so it can. 
easily be done, as theré has been but two meete 
ings of it since its formation. Or if that so 
ciety never was so admitted, let Mr. K. show 
what Justice there is in delegates coming from 
a society in another state, who do not belong 
to this Association, and forcibly vote a society 
into fellowship with an Association, so far a= 
gainst their will and wishes. that not ane mine 
ister or delegate iy all the state of New York, 
belonging to the Association voted in favour 
of their adminission except Mr. K. As to 
the pretended dream of Castigater alias Mr, 
K. about his: Ho-ho-ho and his bow-wow-&&c, 
that he has published in the Olive Branch No 
22, p. 175, itis so much in substance like the 
Valadictory, he delivered the 29th of April 
last, and such a fair sample of his religious 
principles, that I shall say no more about it, 
but refer the reader to the piece in the Olive 
Branch. In regard to what the drea ver tells. 
us, was said by Mr. B. moderator oft e Hude 
son River Association, to the trustees. of the 
First Universalist Society, it must have: been 
altogether a dream, as on inquiry, it seems. 
that none of them had ever heard a word of 
it; and whether or not. Mr. K. dreamed it in 
fourteen different languages, anJ trans'ated it 
into English, as he is often telling of studyi 
his sermons. we are not informed. Me. He 
might have said to some of the trustees, (and 








to faith obedience. Mere unavoidable 
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I think it probable he did,) that it might be 
better to be at peace with Mr. K. thau otier- 
wise, and that he thought it was very easy to 
be so, for Mr. K. was a maa of suca untimi 
ted vanity, that they might make him say, do, 
or promise any thing they wanted iim to, by 
a little flattering; but, say they, that experi- 
ment has been tried, by passiag the resolu- 
tions of the 28th of March last. But Mr. K. 
has boasted so much of the extent to which 
he has been praised, and in so many papers, 
that it is necessary to inform him, that they 
were passed to gratily his vanity, and (if pos- 
sible) to restore peace to the socicty ; and he, 
on his part, was at the same time, pledging 
himself to some of his hearers, that they 
should not have any more of his olfensive ser- 
mons, nor his Tom Paine arguments in favor 
of Deism—but to the great mortification of 
those to whom he made his pledges, the sec- 
ond Sunday after, he came out witn another 
of his disgusting discourses. Mr. B. will 
undoubtedly remember that when Mr. K. was 
on his trial before the Hudson River Asso- 
ciation, and was interrogated about these 
pledges, that he confessed that when he made 
those pledges he meant to evade, and deceive 
those to whom he made them! and that he 
meant to be a free mat, and act as he pleased, 
regardless of any promise or pledge he had 
made! And Mr. B. we think, cannot forget, 
on a further investigation of the complaints 
against Mr. K. and when a vote of censure 
was about to be passed upon his conduct, the 
affecting appeal, Mr, K. in a trembling pos- 
ture made to the feelings of the members— 
saying, that his character was dearer to him 
thay life itself; and then the entreating part 
Mr. B. took to have the members of the As- 
sociation forget and forgive all offences, with 
astrong hope ard expectation of a reforma- 
tion in Mr. K. But as the whole of the pro- 
ceedings will probably be published, we shall 
say nothing of the use he has made of the 
mercy shewn him on that trial. 

While { have my pen in hand, I will men- 
tion one more specimen of his morality that 
appeared this day, (Octeber, 18th.) He was 


tried at the City Hall, in one of our Courts of. 


Justice, on a suit brought against him for 
money loaned him; which suit he defended 
by his counsel with great earnestness and 
warmth. Ile set up two items of defence :-— 
Ast, That he had not given a written obliga- 
tion for the money, and 2d, That the plain- 
tiff had charged him two and a half dollars 
interest, which was not lawful ; and by the 
Jaw of the State, it discharged the whole de- 
mand. But it appeared that in the extra in- 
terest he was mistaken; so said the Court 
and Jury, an gave judgment against him for 
sixty-two anda half dollars, and interest, the 
sum actually received. The plaintiff’s coun- 
eel observed that he thought this Rev. gentle- 
man’s hearers must have queer thoughts when 
they hear him preaching morality to them, 
and at the same time reflect on the examples 
be had set for them, in trying to wrong a poor 


’ 


man out of the small sui he Aad borrowed by 
a qutbbic in the av, even if re had made it 
out!! &t is often said by Mr. K’s. triends, 
tuat while controversy is Kept up it excites 
curiosity im the muuds of strangers, and so 
loag as Mr. K. preaches in so public u piace 
as Smith’s tavern, & wil cail many hearers ; 
but, as [am a by-stander, and my attention is 
called to my business, 1 cannot aid them any 
more in tius way, but mast bid them farewell. 
A Lovker on. 
New-Yori, Oct. 18th, 1827. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
AN 120 REASONS 
FOR BEING A UN{VERSALIST, 

Or aConversation Between a believer in the fi- 
nal restoration, and a siacere Anguirer uj- 
ter Truth. 

Inquirer. My friend, I am happy to find 


you at home tiis evemmy; tor knowing your 


as love and obey the truth, you would indeed, 
be one of the happiest of men. But the sen- 
timents of which you inquire the reasons, are 
much spoken against; some reject them be- 
cause they are not by them esteemed ortho- 
dox, and the more fashionable and wealthy 
spurn them because they are not popu- 
lar; I fear, therefore, that should I convince 
you of their truth I should subject you to the 
sin of knowingly neglectiug the truth, for the 
esteem of the world. 

Laquirer. Be assured, my friend, that my mo- 
tives tor inquiring after the truth are pertectly 
sincere, and that should [ be convinced of 
the truth of your belief, nothing would deter 
me from professing it before men; for I 
pity, from my heart, the man who is ashamed 
of Christ or his gospel before the world. 

Believer. (trust “thou art not far from 
the kingdom,” and therefore with your pa- 
tience, as the Queen of Sheba gave the King 





| readiness to give the grounds of your beliet, 


[ have come, not to dispute, but to converse 
with you on the subject of religious faith, 


which [ consider the most important of all | 


subjects. During the generai excitement on 
the value of true religion, which for some 
months past has prevailed among the people 
of this city, and which I hope wul never.cease 
till every person, old and young, rich and 
poor, are establisued in tne belief and hope of 
the true gospel, my mind has been called up 
and iy attention deeply engaged to know ny 
duty, and find the way of true happiness here 
and hereaiter. I have read the scriptures 
with great care, and with prayerful solicitade 
to understand them, and consulted the 
views of the diferent denominations in this 
place. In reading the bible I was struck 
with the most solemn awe, at the sublime 
representations of the Deiiy, as the Maker, 
Guardian and Judge of the word; but when L 
saw him in Christ, displaying the wonders of 
his grace in the redemption of sinners, a 
most pleasing admiration took pessession of 
my whole heart and soul; and I telt at times 
as if the whole creation around me were 
shouting “‘ glory to God and the Lamb.”— 
Though Jesus pronounced woes and judg- 
ments against scribes, pharisees, hypocrites, 
and wilful transgressors, yet the general char- 
acter of his conduct and the spirit of his reli- 
gion appeared to me to be the ‘most perfect 
gentleness and benignity. Now, Sir, after 
giving this short account of myself and: my 
feelings, I confess to you that I am not able 
to reconcile the gracious spirit of christianity 
with the doctrine ofeternal misery ; and yet I 
am not able to see clearly that the scriptures 
support the doctrine you profess; and should 
therefore be happy to hear the scriptural rea- 
sons you have to offer in its defence. 

Believer. Nothing could be more pleasing 
to me, than to offer you the grounds of my 
faith, as I feel that by so doing, I should ren- 
der my Saviour an acceptable service, and you 
an office of the greatest kindness ; for should 











you become an experimental christian, such: 


‘an hundred and twenty talents of gold,” I. 
| Kings, x. 19.—an hundred and twenty priests 
, Sounded with trumpets, the glory of the Lord, 
|at the dedication of the temple, saying ‘* he 
|is good; for his mercy endureth forever.” IL 
| Chron. v. 12, 13.—and as there were am 120: 
disciples found at Jerusalem immediately af. 


‘ter the ascension of Jesus, to establish. his 


| kingdom on earth ; so I will offer for your con- 


the exact words of scripture, for my belief im. 
the final salvation of all mankind, by the 
grace of God in Christ. 

1. Because God has declared, by St. Paul; 
I. Tim. ii. 4. “ He will have all men to be 
saved.” 

%.. Because God has but one will, Job, xxiii 
13. “‘He is in one mind, and who ear 
turn him.” 

3. Because Jesustaught hisdisciplesto pray, 
Mat. vi. 10. “’fhy will be done.” 

4. Because, therefore, God is opposed to 
the eternal perdition of any one-of tae human 
race, II. Peter, iii. 9. He is “ not; willing 
that any should perish.” 

5. Because God created man in his o7™ 
moral likeness. Gen. i. 26. “ And God said, 
let us make man in our. iiage, and aiter oum 
likeness.” 

6. Because all the attributes of deity tend: 
_ promote happiness; I. John. ‘ God im 

ve.” 


7. Because God’s love is the source of 
man’s salvation; for 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son,” 
St. John, iiz. 16. ‘« Not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might: be 
saved.” verse 17. 

8. Because God’s love to us is the cause of 
our love to him and‘each other as christians; 
I. John; iv. 16. “We love him because 
he first loved us,” and 21st verse, ‘ He that 
loveth God, loveth his brother also.” ’ 

9. Because all whom God loves, wilk 
be brought to love and serve him, as iti# 





written, Psalms, 86, 9: “ All nations .whom 
thou hast made shall-come. end ‘wool be 


sideration an hundred and twenty reasons, ir. 


‘God so loved the | 
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fore thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy|even baptism doth even mow save us.” and 
name.” 


30. Because this Gospel promise was con- 


Acts, ii. 38, 39. “ Kepent and be baptized,| firmed by the Oath of God; Heb. vi. 17. 


10. Because salvation is the effect of divine | every one of you, in tie name of Jesus Christ | “Wherein God willing mcr: abundantly to 
goodness, Psalm, 145, 9. “ The Lord is| for tie remission of sins, and ye shall receive | show untothe heirs of promise the immutability 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over | the gift of the Holy Ghost ; tor the promise is | of his council, confirmed it by an oath.” 


all his works.” unio you and ts your children, and to all that 

11. Because the first intimation of salvation | are afar off, even as many as tne Lord our 
in the scriptures, contained in the declara-|God shzil call.” 
tion of God to the serpent, imports the de-| 21. Because, by the wonderful manner in 
struction of all evil, Gen. iii. 15. The seed; which tie lives of all who entered the ark 
of the woman “ shall bruise thy head.” are preserved, is set forth the efficacy of the 

12. Because the gift of a Saviour’s robe of | covenant of God's grace in Christ. 11. Sam. 
righteousness to a fallen world, was shown in | Xxiil. 5. “ He hatii made with me an ever- 
the merciful conduct cf the Deity to our first | lasting covenaut, ordered in all things, and 
parents, immediately after they had sinrel. | sure.” 

Gen. iii. 21. “ And the Lord God made coats} 22. Because, when God made his covenant 
ofskins, and clothed them.” with Noah and ail tiesh, he scaled and con- 

13. Because, though sorrow and grief have | firmed it by a .-ost splendid sign in the 
so widely and so long prevailed in the world, | heavens, saying, Gen. ix. 13. “I do set my 
yet, Isaiah, xxv. 8. “ The Lord God will wipe | bow in tne clouc, and it suali be for a token 
away tears from off all faces.” and Rev. xxi.|ofa covenant between me and the earth.”— 
4.*There shall be no more sorrow nor cry-| And moreover this raiabow, which God ap- 
ing.” pointed to be a sizn of lis perpetual goodness 
14. Because, though death with all its evils|to all flesh in temporal taings, is also the 
entered into the world by sin, and passed upon | sign of Carist the conqueror of death, and the 
all men, for that all have sinned ; yet Isaiah | glorious pledge of the covenant of his grace, 
xxv. 8. “ He (God) will swallow up death in| who bringeth salvation to all men; for Kev. 
victory,” and Rev. xxi. 4. “ There shall be|iv. 2. ‘* And there wasa rainbow round about 
no more death ;” for I. Cor. xv. 56, “ Death, | his throne.” ‘* And a rainbow was upon his 
the last enomy, shall be destroyed.” head.” Rev. x. 1. 

15. Because, though all have sinned after| 2. Because God, when he chose and called 
Adam’s example, and came short of the glory; | Abraham from Idolatry to the true worship of 
yet St. John, 1.29. “ The Lamb of God ta- his name, declared him the father of a multi- 
keith away tie sin of the world.” tude—the father of Nations; and thus gave him 

16. Because, though the death that follow- | assurance that all people would adopt and in- 
ed transgression affected both body and soul, | herit his relizion, and be saved, Saying Gen. 
and for any thing that men could do would | xviii. 18. “And all the Nations of the Earth 
have reigned forever; yet in the purpose of| Shall be blessed in him.” (Abraham.) 

God it was not eternal; for he hath said,| 24. Because the Seed promised and myrac- 
Hosea, xiii. 14. “O death, I will be thy plague; | ulously given to Abraham was typical of Christ 
O grave, I will be thy destruction.” the Savour of the world; Gal. iii. 16. “He 

17. Because, though the way to the garden | Saith not, and to seeds, as of many ; but as of 
of Eden was closed and guarded by Cheru-| one, aud to thy seed, which is Christ.” 
bim, yet Christ hath opened a new and liv-| 25.. Because God, in his covenant with 
ing way to the favour and presence of God ; for | Abram, promised him, saying Gen. xii. 3. “‘and 
Heb. ix. 24. Jesus hath “entered into Hea-|in thee shall all the families of the Earth be 


ven itself, now to appear in the presence of | blessed.” 
God for us.’’ 26. Because Jehovah repeated this glorious 
18. Because God, by accepting the offering | promise to Abraham, saying, Gen. xxii. 18. 
of Abel, who brought the firstlings of his |‘‘And in thy seed shall all the Nations of the 
flock, showed his purpose of saving the world | Earth be blessed: because thou hast obeyed 
by the offering of his “ only begotten Son,” | my voice.” 
who hath “ offered himself without spot to| 27. Because the same precious promise was 
God, to purge our consciences from dead |renewed to Isaac; Gen. xxvi. 3. 4.5. “And 
works to serve the living God.” Heb. ix. 14. |1 will perform the Oath which I sware unto 
19. Because the Lord, by a special provi- | Abraham thy father; &c. And in thy seed 
dence ia the preservation of Cain the first | shall all the Nations of the earth be blessed 
Persecuting murderer of his brother, whose | because that Abraham obeyed my voice.” 
works were righteous and his own evil, in-| 28. Because the same was confirmed to 
dicated his intention of saving from death a|Jacob in nearly the same unlimited express- 
sinful world, by the death of his own immacu-| ions ; Gen. xxviii. 14. “And in thee and in 
late Son, so “the Lord set a mark (of his|thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
Protection) upon Cain, lest any finding him | blessed.” : , 
should kill him.”Gen. iv. 15. 29. Because St. Paul calls this promise, the 
_ 20. Because, by saving Noah and his fami- | Gospel preached by Jehovah to Abraham, Gal. 
ly from the waters of the flood by the means|iii. 8. “And the Scriptures foreseeing that 
of an ark, Providence hath taught us the sal-|God would justify the,heathen through faith, 
Vation of the world from the floods of death,| preached before the Gospel unto Abraham 
L. Peter, iii. 21. “ The like figure whereunto ' saying, in thee all Nations shall be blessed.” 

















31. Because, All nations have never as yet 
been blessed in Cirist, much less have al! the 
kendreds and families of the earth been bless- 
ed with the light of the Gospel, therefore, this 

lessed promise of salvation to all, remains yet 
to he fulfilled; Micah. vii. 206. “Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to 
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our 
fathers from the days of old.” 

v2. Because, though the old world were 
disobedient in the dzys of Noah, and perished 
in their inigity ; yet Jesus owned them his, by 
visiting them in their prison, after his death. 
1. Peter, ii 18. 19. 2. Being put to death in 
the fiesh, but quickened by the Spirit. By 
witich also ke went and preached unto the 
Spirits in prison, which sometime were diso- 
bedient, when once the long-suffering of God 
waited in the days of Noe, while the Ark 
was preparing.” 


[ Zo be continucd.]} 





QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 

Tisis Conference was held at Central-Falls, 
near Pawtucket village, on Tuesday, 36th ult, 

Three discourses were delivered ; one by Br. 
R. L. Killam, one by Br. D. Pickering andone 
by Br. P. Dean. — 

The services were marked by peculiar sol- 
emnity and interest, and we doubt not that the 
effect will be favouralle to the interest of pure 
and undefiled religion. 

TheConference was adjourned, to mect, by 
Divine permission, at Attleborough, Mass. on 
Tuesday 20th Jan. 1828. 

At this Conrerence, it was agreed to in- 
vite the Societies of Universalists in the state 
of Rhode-Jsland, and the Societies of Attle- 
borough, Milford, Medway, Bellingham and 
Wrentham, in Mass. and the Societies in Nor- 
wich, Woodstock, Eastford and Pomfret, Ct. 
to unite with usin forming an Association of 
Universalists, to be called the Provipence Ase 
socraTion of Universalists ; upon the plan pro- 
posed by the General Convention, at their last 
Session : by sending T wo Delegates from each 
Society, to represent said Societies in the As- 
sociation : And we hereby invite the 
several Societies in R.I. and all others, which 
are above named, as well as those’ brethren 
who may be disposed to form Societies in this 
region, previous to that time, to appoint and 
send delegates to represent them, and to assist 
in forming such an Association, at Providence 
on Tuesday, the 16th, of November instants 
And that the same meet at the house of Br. D. 
Pickering, at 9 o’clock A: M. of said day, for 
the aforesaid purpose. 

N. B. Public worship will be attended in’ 
the afternoon and evening. 

This arrangement is by agreement of the 
Conference. . EDITOR. 
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We have received the followiug Lines from anun- 
known hand. They possess much merit, and we should 
be pleased to hear often from our fair Incognita. 

The Lady who could write such lines as the follow- 
ing should not “hang her harp on the willows.” 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


THOUGHTS AND RECOLLECTIONS. 


Oh, where are they—the smiling train, 
That shared my youthful pleasures ? 
Ofall I loved how few remain ! 
Thus fly all earthly treasures. 


hoy plucked with me Spring's early flowers ; 
We twined a lovely, blooming wreath, 

And saw it live a few short hours, 
Then vink beneaththe hand of Death.) 


Death sets his seal on all below ; 
He comes with noisoless, fatal tread, 
And scarce the brightest flower doth blow, 
Ere in tho dust its leaves are spread. 


But where ars they—the little band, 

That culled with me Spring’s fading flowers ? 
Oh, some have gained-“the better land,” 

The land of ever-blooming bowers ; 


And some are merged in worldly care, 
And some are jolned to pleasure’s throng ; 
Ani some are fled—I know not where— 
Th» band is broke, the loved ones, gone. 


But yet, | would not mourn the change 
Ascne, fre:a whom all hope is flown ; 
For we in heaven's bright fields shall range, 
Where p1rting tears are never known ! 


Grim Death, thou hast no entrance there— 
On earth alone is thy dread reign ; 
Here, all must to thy courts repair— 
Yet not with raze shall they remain. 


Jusvus, thy power hath overthrown ; 

By him, oh, Death, thy bands were broken ; 
Tis his to wear the “Vicror’s Crown,” 

Of our Revéase th’ unfading token. 


How glorions is the heavenly light, 
That shoots afar, from each bright gem ! 
With thy soft beams to chase our night : 
Forrv&k SHINE, BLEST DIvDEM ! 


ALICB. 








PH arvied, 

In this town, on Monday last, by the Rev. Mr. Pick- 
ering, Mr.haddeus Curtis, to Miss Rhoda Darling, 
both of this town. 2 

On Tuesday morning last, by the Rev. Dr. Edes, 
Mr: Oliver Arnold, of Troy, New-York, to Miss Sa- 

wah Hadwen, of this town. 

On Wednesday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Kent, 
Mr. Caleb B. Snow, to Miss Maria M. Field. 

At Central-Falls, on Sunday evening Inst, Mr. Pe- 
deg P. Barker, to Miss Eliza Gorton, of Newport. 

In Attleborough, Mr. Charles B. Wilder to Mis, 
@ary Ann Guild. 


Bird, 


In this town, on Wednesday morning, Hannah, 

daughter of the late Pardon Hawkins, aged 2 years 

and 5 months. 

On Thursday morning last, Mrs. Mary Whitman, 

widow of the late Mr. Jacob Whitman, in the 61st 

year of her age. 

On Friday 26th ins‘. Col. Seth Wheaton, late 

President of the United States Branch Bank, in the 

68th year of his age. 

At Natick Village, in Warwick, on Sunday morn- 

ing last, very suddenly, Miss Mary G. Wood, eldest | 
daughter of Mr. Stukely Wood, in the 22d. year of 
her age 





The following gentlemen, are authorised 
and requested, to act as agents for the Teles- 
cope and Miscellany, and the Gospel Preach- 
er: their receipt will be valid, for all money 
paid them on our account. {(7 No persons, 
other than the following; tre authorised to act 
in that capacity ; nor will we hold ourselves ac- 
countable for money paid to any other. 


RHODE ISLAND. Mr. Ephraim Miller, Paw: 
tucket—Sabin Allen, Centrai-Falls—Joseph Jenks, 
Vulley-Fails—Parker Borden, Esq. Bristoi—Dyer 
Child. Warren. Jonathan Wales, Woonsuket-Fulis. 

MASSACHUSETTS. Rev. Paul Dean, Rev. Se- 
bastian Streeter, Boston—Wm. Brown, Esq. P. M. 
Prymouth—John Maxim, Carver—-Capt. Seth Al- 
len, Hal:fax.—Josiah Perkins, Tuunton—C. H.Burr, 
Swansey.—Rev. R.L.Kiliam, A. Allen, Aitieborough 
—Pearley Hunt, Esq. Mi/ford—E. F. Ensign, Fsq. 
P. M. Siefield—1. Benjamin, Esq. P. M. Egremont 
—-fiev. George Messinger, Great Barrington and 
Mount Washinzgton—Lucius Sinith, Fuil River—Eb- 
enezer P. Sherman, .Vewpert—Rev. L. Maynard, 
Medwey—Rev. Jacob Wood, Shrewsbury.—Charles 
Bradbnine, Lowell. 

CONNECTICUT. George Spafford, Windham— 
Jesse Spafford, Williumancic—Rev. J. P. Fuller, 
Sta’ord—Dr. Danicl Hutchenson, Lebanon—Rus- 
sel Canfield, Hurifurd—Levi Work, Eastferd. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. C. Benton,Esq. Leb:non— 
Rev. Edward Turner, Portsm:uth—Saimuel C. Ste- 
vens, Dover—Timothy Pickering, Richmond. 

MAINE. Rev. W. A. Drew, Gardiner—Ed. Oxford 
Observer, Verway—Eli Gould, Portland —George 
Bradburne, Seco. 

NEW-YORK. George M. Bourn, Asa Holden,Rev. 
Adin Ballou, New-¥erl City—Bcekman Huling, 
Pa'ston-Spa—Matthew M. Standish, Piattsburg— 
Rev. David Cooper, Sarate.ra-Springs—Sumuel In- 
gorsoll, It#iea—Andrew Phares, Su. iz«—Ch's S. Bev- 
erly, Syracuse—Reav. W.1. Reese, West-Mendon-- 
Rev. N. Stacy, Humi/tun—Orrin Stronz, Byron— 
Horace Richmond, Cana/«zua—Herace Ballou, 
Manchester, —Al-ted Bns' , '»-Plains. 

PENSYLVANIA. Jason Wilson, Esq. Great- 
Bend—Rev. T. Fisk, t hiladelph‘a. 

VERMONT. Rov. 5S. C. uuveland, Reading—Rev. 
R. Bartlet, Hart!en'— iav. Ezekiel Vose, Wash- 
ington—James Fuller, W:rdstoro’—Sainuel Cham- 
berlain _ Barton.—Asa Barton, Woodstock. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. B. F. Richardson, No. 
272, King-st. Charles‘on. 

OHIO. Editor of N. Reportor, Norwalk Huron Co. 
—Wrm. Jones Esq. Ciil‘cothe. 

«", All ininistering Brethren, Post Masters and Ed- 
itors, favourable to our publications, are likewise re- 
quested to act as agents jor the same. 


NOTICE. 


Owing to the sudden indisposition of our 
foreman, we have been gompelled to delay this 
No. beyond the usual time. 





SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 


Has fcr sale, at 110 1-2, Wesminister-sireet, 
The following Bovhs, and Pampiilets. 
The Christian Telescope, vols. lund2 bound. 
Bailou’s Notes on the parables. 
do. Letters to Waiton and Buckminister. 
4 Sermons cn various subjects. 
to Chitechism, 4th Editien. 
Balfour's, ist and 2 inquiry. 
3 Reply to Sabine. 
Kneelend and McCalla’s ccntroversy. 


do. Translaticen of the New Testament. 
s Sermons on various subjects. 
Pickering’s Hymn Bocks in plain and ornamental 
binding. 
do. Reply to Dr. Carpenter. 
do. Ser.ions on various subjects. 


Thompson's Chrtstian Guide. 
do. Lectures. 
Lite of Rev. Jchn Murray. 
Six Sermens, by en Episcopal Clergyman. 
Canfield’s Review of Hawes’ Letters. 
Light of Truth and Pleasure of Light. - 
Whauittemcre’s Dialogue on 25th Chapter of Mat- 
thew 
do. Chatechism. 
Hudsons’ Letters te Rev. Mr. Ballou. 
Sermons by Rev. Messrs Dean, bisbe, Streeter and 
Fitz. 
Many of the above will be sold very low. 
Subscriptiens received for the Christian —— 
cer, Religous inquircr, Universalist Magazine, Go» 
pel Preacher, and Christien Telescc pe. 
Persons having Bocks or Pamphlets, loaned are re- 
quested to return thein. 


PROPOSALS 


FOR PUBLISHING A MONTHLY PAMPHLET ENTITLED 


The Gospel Preacher. 


rhe Publisher of the Curistian TrLEscore ap 
Universatist Misce.iany, as the means of dissem- 
inating the pure principles of Universalism, and of 
subverting the deleterious effects of the numerous 
sectarian tracts, with which cur lend is at present 
completely inundated, and which he conceives to be 
only calculated to poison the inquiring mind, and te 
render it the passive, and despond.ng subject of error, 
doubt and tormenting tears ; proposes publishing by 
subscription, a monthly pamphiet of 16 pages, octave, 
entitled THE GOSPEL REACHER ; each No. 
to contain two Original Sermons, from the pens 
living Universalist Ministers, and each designed te 
give a clear and full explanation of some p 
Holy-writ, end to explain the true principles of the 
Gospel as understood by Universalists. a 

This work will be issued on the most economical” 
plan, so that it may be afforded at such a price, as 
ensure its gratuitous circulation by such individ 
as may be disposed to forward the important objeot 

CONDITIONS. 

THE GOSPEL PREACHER, will be published 
on the first Wednesday of each month, han 
printed on fine paper, and neatly stitched in col 
covers, and will be sent to subscribers at $1 per- 
year ix advance ; and whenever 1000 subscribers are 
obtained, the Publisher pledges himself to reduce the 
price to 75 cents. 

The work will be commenced as soon as a suffie- 
fent number of subscribers are obtained to 
the —— a a ae 4 beseatisld tall 

(’ Agents ior the Telescope and Misce ’ 
ogee to use their influence in obtaining subset 
bers for the Gosprt Preacner, and to act as Agents 
for the same. [( Every 5th. copy allowed to those 
who obtain 4. or more subscribers, and become ae 
countable for the same. 

IF Subscriptiuus to be returned by the first of No 
vember, next, to JOHN S. GREENE, 4 
of the TELESCOPE and MISCELLANY, Prew 


dence, R. I. 











September 8th, 1827. 
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